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Sky ‘Patrol’ Is Urged 


' In proposing his sky 
Dr. Wylie said that “in these 
lof international tension ou! 
itry should have a means 
nizing promptly 
tof V-2 bombs, his 
bomb-carrying balloi 
| alr 

“The pres 
men to « ! 
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ing the publi 
‘in the intelle: 
ars,” he went 
|teria in simple, but 
| phenomena Is Dad fo 
iof the country. Many 
| ports refer to letonating 
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Imation on these should be of 
| value to astronomy 
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| Perhaps the most successful sci- 
entific hoax of the last fifty year 
iDr. Wylie said, was the story sent 
out in 1930 from Crawfordsville 
Ind., of a meteor going through 
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the hood and radiator of a car 
This story was featured with pho- |, 
tographs in most daily papers andi] 
in a number of magazines and Sun- 
day supplements 

“Our investigation showed that 
the holes had been made by a shbt- 
gun,” he added. “The perpetrators 
of the hoax confessed, after the 
Di vestigation Of course 
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today at the opening sessions of 
the annua! winter meeting of the 
American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science The re port 
Was given before the astronomy 
section by Dr. Carl August Bauer | 
} | of the University of Michigan 
) AID The discovery that cosmi 
produce radioactive 
atomic weight 14. ou 
gen in the atmospher 
used as a new to iTar 
in man's knowledge of 
times, according to a repo! 
sented befi ré the 
tion by Prof. W 
Anderson of the 
clear Studies, University 
cago : 

A year-round sky “patrol” for 
the entire United States as a means 
for promptly recognizing authentic 
reports of V- bombs, high-speed 
planes or bomb-carrying balloons, | 
which would aid the national de-| 
fense and at the same time pre- 
vent mass hysteria such as was 
Caused by the “flying saucers,” 
Was proposed before the astrono- 
mers by Dr. C. C. Wylie of the 
University of Iowa. 

This is the 114th meeting of the 
association More than 350 ses- 
sions will be held during the next 
five-day period by the sixty-seven | 
sections and societies meeting with 
the association. The general pro- 
gram of the meeting, a book of 340 
pages, lists more than 2,00Q papers | 
and more than 2,300 authors and | 
presiding officers. | 


Model of Old Planet Shown 


In addition to presenting argu- 
ments in favor of the hypothesis 
that the meteorites had their 
origin in the disruption of an an- 
cient planet, Dr. Bauer also pre- 
sented a reconstructed model of 
the exploded planet, based on a 
study of the composition and struc- 
ture of the meteorites. 

Formerly, Dr. Bauer stated, the 
extreme differences in the ages of 
the metallic meteorites presented a 
serious barrier to acceptance of the 
hypothesis that they had all orig- 
inated within the metallic core of 
a single body. However, it has re- 
cently been recognized that cosmic 
radiation produces helium in mete- 
orites. Therefore, their “ages,” 
calculated on the assumption that 
the helium was derived only from 
the decay of uranium and thorium, 
appear greater than the true times 
since their solidification. 

“An allowance for the effects of 
cosmic radiation,” he said, ‘“elimi- 
nates much of the scatter in the 
ages and makes it appear possible 
that the metallic meteorites solidi- 
fied while they were part of the 
core of an ancient planet. This par- 
ent planet of the meteorites was 
disrupted before it had completely 
solidified, probably several hundred 
million years ago. This fact is im- 
portant, because it indicates that 
this planet was considerably small- 
er than the earth.” 

The model proposed for the ex- 
ploded planet by Dr. Bauer has a 
nickel-iron core similar to that be- 
lieved to exist in the center of the 
earth. Within this metallic core 
the nickel is concentrated toward 
the center. Surrounding this metal- 
lic core is a transition layer of 
which the stony-iron meteorites 
are representative. 

Outside of this transition layer 
is a stony shell. Within this sgell 
the model specifies that the per- 
centage of free metal decreases 
with distance from the metallic 


core. 
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Rocks Like the Earth’s 


The small number of stony 
meteorites in which there is no 
free metal represents a thin outer 
mantle of the planet that is similar 
to the rocks observed near the 
surface of the earth. Specifically, 
the achondrites are placed near the 
outside surface of the planet, whil 
the stony: material } 
chondri oi i 


